
“To the fairchilds who told the story --over and over again-- it was an amusing 
episode; to outsiders it was a piece of reckless quixotry typical of the Fairchilds, the 
essence of Fairchildism. And Fairchildism, with all its admirable qualities and all 
its faults, is not, perhaps, confined to the people who represent it in the pages of  

“Delta Wedding.””
-- The New York Times On the Web 

“The nickname of the train was the Yellow Dog. Its real name was the Yazoo-
Delta. It was a mixed train. The day was the 10th of September, 1923-afternoon. 
Laura McRaven, who was nine years old, was on her first journey alone.” 

So begins Delta Wedding, Eudora Welty’s portrait of a large and clamorous 
Southern family living on their plantation in the Mississippi Delta, and into 
whose midst Laura McRaven, whose mother has just died, is thrust. When 
Laura arrives, the Fairchilds are preparing for the marriage of Dabney, not the 
oldest but the prettiest of the Fairchild girls. Drama leads to drama, revelation to 
revelation. The result is a sometimes riotous portrait of a Southern family and 
the motherless child who learns to become one of them. Eudora Welty’s first 
novel remains an American classic. 

“By all odds the best thing Eudora Welty has written” 
-- The Atlantic 

Short-story writer and novelist Eudora 
Welty’s work focuses on the regional 
manners of people inhabiting a small 
Mississippi town that resembles her 
birthplace. 

Eudora soon developed a love of reading, 
reinforced by her mother who believed 
that “any room in our house, at any time 
in the day, was there to read in, or to be 
read to”. Her first short story, “Death 
of a Traveling Salesman”, was published 
in 1936. Throughout her writing are 
the recurring themes of the paradox of 
human relationships, the importance of 
place, and the importance of mythological 
influences that help shape the theme. She 
also published a collection of photographs 
depicting the Great Depression titled 
“One Time, One Place” in 1971.

A Harcourt Brace Modern Classic

“[she] give[s] the people of her South an 
inner richness... It is a great and generous 
achievement.” 
-- Sunday Times 

“Presents the essence of the Deep South 
and does it with infinite finesse...” 
-- Christian Science Monitor 

A vivid and charming portrait of a large 
southern family, the Fairchild’s, who live 
on a plantation in the Mississippi delta. 
The story, set in 1923, is exquisitely 
woven from the ordinary events of family 
life, centered around the visit of a young 
relative, Laura McRaven, and the family’s 
preparations for her cousin Dabney’s 
wedding. 
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